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I want you to serve your country. 





NCI Divisions 

•  Division of Cancer Biology 
•  Division of Cancer Control and Population 

Sciences 
•  Division of Cancer Epidemiology and 

Genetics 
•  Division of Cancer Prevention 
•  Division of Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis 
•  Division of Extramural Activities 





Division of Cancer Control and Population 
Sciences/Applied Research Program/ 
Outcomes Research Branch (ORB) 

Mission Statement 
 
   “is to coordinate and sponsor research to 

measure, evaluate, and improve patient-
centered outcomes of cancer care delivery 
across the cancer care continuum. ORB is 
particularly interested in morbidity and 
mortality outcomes, patient symptoms and 
health-related quality of life (HRQOL), patient 
experience of and satisfaction with health 
care, and social and economic consequences 
of cancer care.” 
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Home in N. Bethesda (Rockville) 







Projects 
•  Medicare Health Outcomes Survey (MHOS)-

Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results 
(SEER) Link 

•  Patient-Centered Communication in Cancer 
Care 

•  Use of Item Response Theory  
–  Special issue of Quality of Life Research on 
“Applying Item Response Theory to Enhance 
Health Outcomes Assessment” 

–  Patient Reported Outcomes Measurement 
Information System (PROMIS) 



Other Projects 

•  Assessment of Patients’ Experience of 
Cancer Care (APECC) 

•  Medicare Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Systems 
(CAHPS®)-Surveillance, Epidemiology and 
End Results (SEER) Link 

•  Assessing Patterns of Care and Health 
Outcomes for Adolescent and Young Adults 
with Cancer 





MHOS-SEER 2008 Special Issue 

•  Health Care Financing Review (2006 IF = 1.027) 

–  Ambs A, Warren J, Bellizzi KM, Topor M, Haffer C, Clauser S. 2008. 
Overview of the SEER-Medicare Health Outcomes Survey linked dataset.   

–  Clauser S, Arora NK, Bellizzi KM, Haffer SC, Topor M, Hays RD. Disparities 
in health-related quality of life by race/ethnicity and other socio-
demographic variables of cancer survivors and non-cancer enrollees in 
Medicare managed care.   

–  Hays RD, Smith AW, Reeve BB, Spritzer KL, Marcus, S, Clauser SB. 
Cigarette smoking and health-related quality of life in Medicare 
beneficiaries. 

–  Reeve BB, Smith AW, Arora NK, Hays RD. Reducing bias in observational 
cancer research using propensity score matching.  

–  Smith AW, Reeve BB, Bellizzi K, Harlan LC, Klabunde CN, Amsellem M, 
Bierman AS, Hays RD. Cancer, comorbidities and health-related quality of 
life of older adults.  





Patient- Centered Communication 

•  Monograph (Epstein & Street) 
•  Review of proposals (RTI award) 
•  Scientific Advisory Group (SEG) for the 

AHRQ/NCI Patient-Centered 
Communication Measurement project  







NCI Sponsored Web-based 
Behavioral Measures 

Brainstorming Meeting 
 Richard P. Moser, Ph.D. 

Research Psychologist 
Office of the Associate Director 
Behavioral Research Program 
Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences 
National Cancer Institute 
  
6130 Executive Blvd., MSC 7326 
Executive Plaza North, Room 4052 
Bethesda, MD  20892-7326 
 



NIDDK 2008 Diabetes & Obesity 
Disparities in Healthcare Systems 

Conference 
•  June 30-July 1, 2008 
•  Natcher Conference Center, NIH 

Campus 



Symptom Management and 
HRQOL Steering Committee 

•  Design and prioritization of clinical trial 
concepts for studies that NCI supports 

•  Co-chairs, Deborah Bruner and Michael 
Fisch 

•  NCI Division of Cancer Prevention, Lori 
Minasian and Ann O’Mara 



Tidbits 

•  Security 
– NIH badge 
– Laptop computer 

•  Government versus academic 
•  http://www.memsahibrestaurant.com/rockville.php 



Menu 
Our Rockville location features a mouth-watering lunch buffet and a unique dining 
experience in the evening. Because you will be eating with your fingers, we wash 
your hands and serve you a delicious prix-fixe six course dinner while a belly 
dancer and the magical sights of Bollywood entertain you. Please call (301)468-
0098 for reservations and private party information. 

THE THREE SALADS 
• Cooked Eggplant in a Tomato Sauce 
• Cucumbers and Bell Peppers in a Cumin Dressing 
• Carrots in a Coriander Dressing  

FIRST MAIN COURSE CHOICES 
• Tandoori Chicken 
• Vegetable Samosa Served with Channa Masala on Rice Pilau, Served with 
Dehi Bhalla (vegetarian)  

SECOND MAIN COURSE CHOICES 
• Makhni Chicken OR Boneless Lamb Curry Punjabi Style, Served on a Bed of 
Rice Pilau with Naan Bread 
• Malai Kofta, Daal and the Vegetable Dish of the Day Served with Naan 
Bread (vegetarian)  

THIRD MAIN COURSE CHOICES 
• Chicken Shish Kebab with Mango Chutney 
• Paneer Kebab (vegetarian)  

A BASKET OF SEASONAL FRESH FRUITS 
HOT MASALA TEA SERVED WITH THE DESSERT OF THE DAY 
WE ALSO HAVE A FULL BAR WITH BEER, WINE, AND 
COCKTAILS 
 



DC Fun 

http://www.fordstheatre.org/visit/virtual-tour.htm 
 
 


